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ESPERANCE TAFE 
Statement 

HON SHELLEY PAYNE (Agricultural) [9.46 pm]: I rise, briefly, tonight to thank Hon Sue Ellery for her trip 
to Esperance last week to open our brand new Esperance TAFE. First of all, I am really glad that her plane was 
able to make it to Esperance with the emergency warning lights on and that she was able to secure another plane 
to take her back to Perth. I do not think that she has ever been so happy to see Esperance but we were very glad to 
have her there. The new TAFE is a really fantastic facility for the people of Esperance and the community is really 
looking forward to working together to deliver tailored, locally appropriate courses to meet local employment needs. 
For example, the TAFE especially put on great hospitality courses prior to our last summer holiday season to help 
meet our tourist demand for hospitality venues. 
I would also like to note the fantastic Indigenous art that was incorporated into the facility, not just as an add-on 
at the end, but incorporated into the design process from the beginning. I want to commend the government for 
its move to incorporate Indigenous art into the public arts program. This opportunity for the Esperance Tjaltjraak 
Native Title Aboriginal Organisation has led to them having two more commissions for their artwork, which is 
really fantastic.  

I would also like to thank the minister for taking the time to meet with the Esperance Senior High School while 
she was down there. Many of our educational facilities are over 50 years old and in need of upgrades and rebuilding. 
I thank her for her commitment to reviewing the need for upgrades to the high school’s upper school. Esperance high 
school is a really fantastic school with great teachers who provide a positive learning environment for students, and work 
collaboratively with the local Esperance TAFE to provide young people in Esperance with local training opportunities. 

In closing, I would like to thank and commend the McGowan government for its commitment to supporting the 
TAFE system, slashing TAFE fees and making it affordable for all Western Australians.  
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